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When compiling the book Scott County in the Civil
War a few years ago, we included what I called my “corn
and fodder chapter” — Chapter 4, which was devoted to
case files of Scott Countians who submitted claims for res-
titution to the Southern Claims Commission for property
seized by the Union army during the war. From the Na-
tional Archives and Records Administration in Washing-
ton, D.C., and from the Tennessee State Library and Ar-
chives in Nashville, the Scott County Historical Society
obtained the case files of David Acres, James Sandusky,
Harrison Keeton, Edward Ellis, Sr., Robert Sexton, Emanuel
Sexton, John Chambers, J.G. Stephens, Ale Hatfield, A.S.
Lewallen and Henry Shoemaker and transcribed them for
inclusion the book. (It should also be pointed out that prior
to the publication of Scott County in the Civil War in 2001,
three of the Southern Claims Commission case files of lo-
cal residents had appeared in the Scott County Historical
Society’s Newsletters1.)

 Included in those case files are the answers to two
sets of questions that the claimants (as well as their family
members and witnesses) provided to prepared questions
posed by the Commissioner of Claims. The only problem
was, the questions themselves were not provided with the
case files we had obtained.

Just recently, during a search on the Internet, I dis-
covered a site (posted by the St. Louis County Library Spe-

Addendum
cial Collections, St. Louis, MO) which revealed those ques-
tions which were asked by the Commissioner of Claims.
Questions were grouped into two categories: questions to be
answered by claimants under oath and questions as to the
taking or furnishing of the property, to be answered by the
claimant and his witnesses under oath. To complicate mat-
ters, there were also three different sets of standardized ques-
tions adopted for use during the course of the period in which
the Southern Claims Commission was active: an original set,
first used in 1871; an amended set, which was used begin-
ning in 1872; and a final version, which was adopted in 1874.
By reading through the list of questions posted on the web-
site, as well as from the dates on the individual depositions,
I determined that the original (1871) and revised versions
(1872), are the sets of questions most often put to Scott Coun-
tians who filed claims.

The website from which the list of questions was taken
(which can be found at www.slcl.org/slcl/sc/) also points out
several interesting facts about the Southern Claims Commis-
sion and the claims which were filed by residents from the
various Southern states over which the commission had juris-
diction. We are reprinting the list of questions below as an ad-
dendum to the book as well as for future reference for anyone
who might obtain a Southern Claims Commission case file.

— Paul Roy
March 26, 2004

Questions to be Answered by Claimants
(Initial Version, 1871)

As taken from National Archives Microfilm Publication M87, Roll 1, Frames 104-105, Records of
the Commissioners of Claims (Southern Claims Commission, 1871-1880)

1. Where did you reside for six months prior to the 1st of April, 1861? Where were you in person during the said six
months? What was your business or occupation during that period?

2. Where did you reside from the 1st of April, 1861, to the 1st of June, 1865? Where were you personally during that
period? What was your business or occupation during that time? Did you change your residence during that time? If so,
when, and where was your new residence?

3. Did you ever pass beyond the military or naval lines of the United States and enter the rebel lines? If so, how often,
when, where, and for what purpose, and how long did you stay within the Confederate lines on each occasion?

4. Did you ever take any oath or affirmation to bear allegiance to the so-called Confederate States, or to aid or support
them in any way, or to “bear true faith”, or “yield obedience” to them? If so, when and where? State fully in regard to the
same.

5. Have you ever taken any amnesty oath? If so, when, where, and under what condition? Have you ever been pardoned
by the President? If so, when and where, and upon what conditions?

6. Were you ever directly or indirectly, or in any manner, connected with the civil service of the so-called Confederate

1 The three Southern Claims Commission case files published in the Scott County Historical Society Newsletters were those of:
David Acres (Vol. 17, No. 4, Summer 2000); James Sandusky (Vol. 18, No. 1, Fall 2000); and Edward Ellis, Sr. (Vol. 18, No. 3, Spring
2001).
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States? If so, how, when, and where, in what capacity, and for what periods? Was any oath required of you for such
service; and if so, what?

7. Did you ever hold any office or place of trust, honor, or profit under the Confederate Government, or under any of the
States of Territories subordinate thereto? If so, state the nature and character of the office, the place at which, and the
period for which you held it?

8. Did you hold any clerkship, or have any agency or employment of any kind, for, or under, or for the benefit of the so-
called Confederate States? If so, state fully in regard to the same.

9. Were you ever, in any capacity, in the military or naval service of the so-called Confederate States, or of any State or
territory subordinate thereto?

10. Were you ever an officer or soldier, sailor or marine of the Confederate army, navy, or did you ever furnish a substitute
for the Confederate army or navy, or were you, directly or indirectly, in any way connected with, or employed by or under
or for either the commissary department, quartermaster’s department, the medical department, the engineer’s
department, the ordnance department, the impressment service, the provost marshal’s department, or any other bureau,
branch, or department of the Confederate service?

Did you at any time have charge of any stores or supplies for the use of the Confederate army, navy, or government, or
the charge or care of trains, team or teams, wagon or wagons, vessels, boats, or other craft, or munitions of war for the
use of the Confederate army or navy? If so, state fully in regard to the same.

11. Were you ever in any service, employment or business of any kind whatsoever for the Confederate Government, or its
army or navy? Did you ever furnish any aid, or any supplies or stores, or property of any kind to or for the so-called
Confederate States, or any State in rebellion, or to the army, navy, militia, home-guards, armed forces, or military
organizations thereof, or for any officer, soldier, or sailor thereof? If so state fully in regard to the same. Did you ever give
any information to any officer, soldier, or sailor of the Confederate army or navy, or to any person employed by, or for the
so-called Confederate States, or acting on their behalf, or for their benefit, which might aid in any way any military or naval
operations carried on against the United States? State fully in regard to the same.

12. Were you in any manner employed in the manufacture of munitions of war, of clothing, of boots, shoes, saddles,
harness, or leather, of equipment for soldiers, or of any stores or supplies for the use of the Confederate army or navy, or
were you in any way employed by, or did you aid or assist others engaged in such manufacture? If so, state when and
where, and by or for whom you were so employed, and for what period of time.

13. Were you ever, directly or indirectly, employed in the collection, impressment, or purchase, or the sale of stores,
supplies, or any property for the use or benefit of the Confederate Government, or any State in rebellion, or the army,
navy, or other forces thereof?

14. Were you ever engaged in blockade running or illicit traffic, or intercourse between the lines, or were you ever in any
way interested therein?

15. Did you leave the so-called Confederate States between 19th of April, 1861, and 19th of April, 1865? If so, when and
how did you leave; where did you go; for what purpose; how long were you absent; in what business were you engaged
while absent, and when and to what place did you return in the so-called Confederate States?

16 Were you the owner, or part owner, or in any way interested in any vessel used in navigating the ocean to or from any
port in the Confederacy, or upon any waters in the Confederacy; if so, what vessels, when and where employed, and in
what business.

17. Were you ever arrested by the Confederate Government, or by any officer, soldier, or other person professing to act
therefor, or for any state in rebellion; if so, when, where, by whom, and how long were you kept under arrest; how did you
get released? Did you, for the sake of being released, or upon release, take any oath of any kind to the Confederate
Government; if so, what? [Put the same questions as to arrest by the United States Government, etc.]

18 Was any of your property ever taken by the Confederate authorities, or by any officer, soldier, or other person acting or
assuming to act on their behalf of any State in rebellion; if so, what property, when and for what use, and have you
received pay therefor/

19. Were you ever threatened with damage, or injury to your person, family, or property on account of your Union
Sentiments; if so, state when, by whom, and what the threats were?
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20. Were you ever molested or in any way injured on account of your Union sentiments? If so, state fully all the
particulars.

21. Did you ever contribute anything — any money or property — in aid of the United States Government, or in aid of the
Union army or cause? If so, state fully as to the same.

22. Did you ever do anything for the United States Government or its army, or for the Union cause during the war? If so,
state fully what you did?

23. Had you any near relatives in either the Union or Confederate armies; if so, state who and how related to you. Did you
contribute anything to supply them with military equipments, or with money? State fully as to the same.

24. Have you owned any Confederate bonds, or any interest or share therein; or had any share or interest in any loans to
the Confederate Government; or did you in any way contribute to support the credit of the so-called Confederate States
during the late rebellion?

25. Have you ever given aid and comfort to the rebellion? If so, state fully all the circumstances.

26. Were you ever engaged in making raids into the United States from Canada, or engaged in destroying the commerce
of the United States in the lakes and rivers adjoining Canada?

27. Were you ever engaged in holding in custody, directly or indirectly, any persons taken by the rebel Government as
prisoners of war, or any persons imprisoned or confined by the Confederate Government, or the authorities of any State in
rebellion, for political causes; if so, when, where, and under what circumstances; in what capacity were you engaged, and
what was the name rank and command of your principal?

28. Were you ever a member of any society or association for the imprisonment, expulsion, execution, or other
persecution of any persons on account of their loyalty to the United States, or did you ever assist in such acts?

29. Were you ever a paroled prisoner of the United States; if so, when and where and by whom paroled?

30. Have you ever held any office in the Army or Navy of the United States? Were you educated by the United States at
the Military Academy at West Point, or at the United States Naval Academy?

31. Did you ever receive any pass from any officer of the Confederate Government, or from any person having or
assuming to have authority to issue the same; if so, who gave you the pass; for what purpose; for what period of time; did
you sign or swear to any promise or obligation in order to get it, or swear or promise to “bear true faith and yield
obedience to the Confederate States;” did you use the pass, and for what purpose?

32. Are you or were you under the disabilities imposed by the Fourteenth Article of the Amendments to the Constitution of
the United States? Have you held any office under the United States Government since the war; if so, what office; and did
you take the (so-called) “iron-clad” oath?2

33. At the beginning of the rebellion did you sympathize with the Union cause, or with the rebellion? What were your
feelings and what [was] your language on the subject? On which side did you exert your influence and cast your vote?
What did you do, and how did you vote? How did you vote on ratifying the ordinance of secession? After the “ordinance”
of secession was adopted in your State did you adhere to the Union cause, or did you “go with the State?”

34. In conclusion, do you solemnly declare that, from the beginning of hostilities against the United States to the end
thereof, your sympathies were constantly with the cause of the United States; that you never, of your own free will and
accord, did anything, or offered, or sought, or attempted to do anything, by word or deed, to injure said cause or retard its
success, and that you were at all times ready and willing, when called upon, or if called upon, to aid and assist the cause

2 Iron-Clad Test Oath: “I, ____________, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I have never voluntarily borne arms against the United States since
I have been a citizen thereof; that I have voluntarily given no aid, countenance, counsel, or encouragement to persons engaged in armed hostility thereto;
that I have neither sought nor accepted nor attempted to exercise the functions of any officers whatsoever, under any authority or pretended authority in
hostility to the United States; that I have not yielded a voluntary support to any pretended government, authority, power or constitution within the United
States, hostile or inimical thereto. And I do further swear (or affirm) that, to the best of my knowledge and ability, I will support and defend the Constitu-
tion of the United States, against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; that I take this obligation freely,
without any mental reservtion or purpose of evasion, and that I will well and faithfully discharge the duties of the office on which I am about to enter, so
help me God.” The intent of this Civil War statute was to ensure that government officials were not supporting, or had not supported, the Confederacy. This
“Ironclad Test Oath” greatly expanded and contained more detail than previous oaths. The statute also separate the officer oath from the enlisted oath, once
again making the officer oath consistent with the oath of public officials. [Source: U.S. Senate website: www.airpower.maxwell.af.mil/airchronicles/apj/
apj02/win02/keskel.html]
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of the Union, or its supporters, so far as your means and power, and the circumstances of the case permitted?

II. Questions As To The Taking or Furnishing Of The Property, To Be
Answered By The Claimant And His Witnesses Under Oath

1. Were you present when any of the articles of property specified in the claimant’s petition were taken?

2. Did you see any of them taken? If so, specify the articles you saw taken.

3. Did you see any of the articles named in the petition taken, other than those you have specified?

4. When and where and by whom were the articles taken, which you say you saw taken?

5. Who were present when you saw them taken?

6. Was any United States officer, either commissioned or non-commissioned, present at the taking? If so, state his name,
rank, regiment, and the command to which he belonged. Did he order the property to be taken? Did he say anything about
the taking?

7. Describe how the property was taken, and give a full account of all you saw done, or heard said, upon the occasion of
the taking.

8. How was the property removed, by soldiers, or in wagons, or in what manner? State fully as to each article taken and
removed.

9. To what place was it removed? Did you follow it to such place, or see it, or any portion of it, at any such place, or on its
way to such place? How do you know the place to which it was removed?

10. Do you know the use for which the property was taken? What was the use, and how do you know it? Did you see the
property so taken used by the United States army? Did you see any part of the property so used? State fully all you now
as to the property or any of it having been used by the army; and distinguish between what you saw and know, and what
you may have heard from others, or may think, or suppose, or infer to be true.

11.  Was any complaint made to any officer on account of such taking? If so, state the name, rank, and regiment of the
officer. What did he say about it? State fully all that he said.

12. Was any voucher or receipt for the property asked for; if so, of whom asked? State name, rank, and regiment. Was
any receipt or paper given? If so, produce it, or state where it is and why it is not produced. If no voucher or receipt was
given, state why none was given, and if refused, why it was refused; state all that was said about it. State fully all the
conversation between any officer or other person taking the property, and the claimant or any one acting for him.

13. Was the property or any of it taken in the night-time? At what hour of the day, (as near as you can tell,) was it taken?
Was any of the property taken secretly, or so that you did not know of it when taken?

14. When the property was taken was any part of the army encamped in that vicinity? If so, state how far from the place
where the property was taken, and what was the company, regiment, or brigade there encamped. How long had it been
encamped there? How long did it stay there, and when did it leave? Had there been any battle or skirmish near there, just
before the property was taken? Did you know the quartermasters, or any of them, or any other officers of the army for
whose use the property is supposed to have been taken?

15. Describe clearly the condition of the property when taken, and all that tends to show its value at the time and place of
taking. Thus, if corn, was it green, or ripe? Had it been harvested? Was it in the shock or husked, or shelled? Where was
it? If grain, was it standing; had it been cut; was it in shocks; or in the barn or in stacks; had it been threshed? If horses,
mules, or cattle, state when they were taken; how taken, and fully their condition, age, and value. Have you talked with
claimant about their value?

16. What means have you of knowing quantity taken? How much did you see taken and removed? What quantity was
taken in your presence? As to quantity distinguish carefully as to what you saw and know, and what you may think or
believe from what you have heard from others.

17. If you have testified as to the taking of wood; how do you know it was taken?  How do you know the quantity? Was it
measured? By whom? What was the kind, quality, and the values of the wood? Was it taken in the tree, standing? Or had
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it been cut? Where was it taken?

18. If rails were taken; did you see them taken; how taken; in wagons, or by soldiers? To what place taken? How do you
know, and what do you know as to the quantity taken? Were the rails new or old? Did officers try to prevent their being
taken? Was any complaint made to officers on account of the taking?

19. Do you know, suppose, or believe that the property described in each item was taken for the actual use of the army,
and not for the mere gratification of individual officers of soldiers already provided by the Government with such articles as
were necessary or proper for them to have?

20. Do you know, suppose, or believe it was taken in consequence of the failure of the troops of the United States to
receive from the Government in the customary manner, or to have in their possession at the time, the articles and supplies
necessary for them, or which they were entitled to receive and have?

21. Do you now, suppose, or believe that it was taken in consequence of some necessity for the articles taken, or similar
articles; which necessity justified the officers or soldiers taking them?

22. Do you know , suppose, or believe it was taken for some purpose so necessary, useful, beneficial, or justifiable as to
warrant or require the Government to pay for it?

23. Do you know, suppose, or believe that it was taken by, or under the order or authority of some officer, or other person
connected with the army, whose rank, situation, duties, or other circumstances at the time authorized, empowered, or
justified him in taking it, or ordering it to be taken.

(The witness must be caused, in answering the five preceding questions, to state fully, clearly, and carefully, his or her
various reasons for the knowledge, supposition, or belief entertained with respect to each question.)

Revised Questions to be Answered by Claimants
(Amended Version, 1872)

As taken from National Archives Microfilm Publication M87, Roll 1, Frames 104-105, Records of
the Commissioners of Claims (Southern Claims Commission, 1871-1880)

1. What is your name, age, residence, and occupation?

2. Where did you reside from the 1st of April, 1861, to the 1st of June, 1865? If on your own land, what is the size of your
farm? How much of your farm was cultivated, and how much was woodland? Where is it situated? What was your
occupation during that time? Did you change your residence or business during that time? If so, where was your new
residence, and what [was] your new business?

3. Did you ever pass beyond the military or naval lines of the United States and enter the rebel lines? If so, how often,
when, where, and for what purpose, and how long did you stay within the Confederate lines on each occasion?

4. Did you ever take any oath or affirmation to bear allegiance to the so-called Confederate States, or to aid or support
them in any way, or to “bear true faith,” or “yield obedience” to them? If so, when and where? State fully in regard to the
same.

5. Have you ever taken any amnesty oath? If so, when, where, and under what condition? Have you been pardoned by
the President? If so, when and where, and upon what conditions?

6. Were you ever directly or indirectly, or in any manner, connected with the civil service of the so-called Confederate
States? If so, how, when, and where, in what capacity, and for what periods? Was any oath required of you for such
service; and if so, what?

7. Did you ever hold any office or place of trust, honor, or profit under the Confederate Government, or under any of the
States of Territories subordinate thereto? If so, state the nature and character of the office, the place at which, and the
period for which you held it?

8. Did you hold any clerkship or have any agency or employment of any kind, for, or under, or for the benefit of the so-
called Confederate States? If so, state fully in regard to the same.

9. Were you ever, in any capacity, in the military or naval service of the so-called Confederate States, or of any State or
Territory subordinate thereto?
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10. Were you ever an officer or soldier in the Confederate army? If yea, when, where, how long, and when did you leave
such service?
[Each one of these questions must be fully answered.]

11. Were you ever in the State militia of any State while subordinate to the Confederacy? If yea, state when, where, how
long, and when you left the service?

12. Were you ever in the home guard, or upon any vigilance committee, or committee of safety, which subject to the
Confederacy? If yea, state when, where, and how long?

13. If you claim that you were conscripted into the rebel service, state fully all the circumstances.

14. Did you ever furnish a substitute for the rebel army? If yea, state fully all the circumstances.

15. Were you directly or indirectly, or in any way, connected with or employed in the quartermaster’s department of the
Confederate service or the commissary’s department, or the medical department, the engineers’ department, the
ordnance department, the impressment service, the provost-marshal’s department, or any other branch of the
Confederate service?

16. Were you employed on any railroad in the service of the Confederate government? Did you aid in the transportation of
soldiers, munitions of war, or supplies for the Confederate government? If yea, state fully all the circumstances. If you
claim that what you did was not “giving aid or comfort” to the rebel cause, state fully all the facts and reasons for such
your claim.

17. Did you at any time have charge of any stores or supplies for use of the Confederate army, navy, or government, or
the charge or care of trains, team or teams, wagon or wagons, vessels, boats, or other craft, or munitions of war, for the
use of the Confederate army or navy? If so, state fully in regard to the same.

18. Were you ever in any service, employment, or business of any kind whatsoever for the Confederate government, or its
army or navy?
Did you ever furnish any aid, or any supplies or stores, or property of any kind, to or for the so-called Confederate States,
or any State in rebellion, or to the army, navy, militia, home guards, armed forces, or military organization thereof, or for
any officer, soldier, or sailor thereof? If so, state fully in regard to the same. Did you ever given any information to any
officer, soldier, or sailor of the Confederate army or navy, or to any person employed by or for the so-called Confederate
States, or acting on their behalf, or for their benefit, which might aid in any way any military or naval operations carried on
against the United States? State fully in regard to the same.

19. Were you in any manner employed in the manufacture of munitions of war, of clothing, of boots, shoes, saddles,
harness, or leather; of equipment for soldiers, or of any stores or supplies for the use of the Confederate army or navy; or
were you in any way employed by, or did you aid or assist, others engaged in such manufacture? If so, state when and
where, and by or for whom you were so employed, and for what period of time?

20. Were you ever, directly or indirectly, employed in the collection, impressment, or purchase, or the sale of stores,
supplies or any property for the use or benefit of the Confederate government, or any state in rebellion, or the army, navy,
or other forces thereof? Did you have any interest or share in contracts with, or purchases for, the Confederate
government, or its army or navy, or any State in rebellion, or its forces? If so, state fully all particulars.

21. Were you ever engaged in blockade running, or illicit traffic or intercourse between the lines, or were you ever in any
way interested therein? Did you ever have any interest or share in any goods, wares, merchandise, stores, or supplies
brought into or exported from the so-called Confederate States during the war? If so, state fully all particulars.

22. Did you leave the so-called Confederate States between the 19th of April, 1861, and 19th of April, 1865? If so, when
and how did you leave; where did you go; for what purpose; how long were you absent; in what business were you
engaged while absent, and when and to what place did you return in the so-called Confederate States?

23. Were you the owner, or part owner, or in any way interested in any vessel used in navigating the ocean to or from any
port in the Confederacy, or upon any waters of the Confederacy? If so, what vessels, when and where employed, and in
what business?

24. Were you ever arrested by the Confederate government, or by any officer, soldier, or other person professing to act
therefor, or for any State in rebellion? If so, when, where, by whom, and how long were you kept under arrest? How did
you get released? Did you, for the sake of being released or upon release, take any oath of any kind to the Confederate
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government? If so, what?
[Put the same questions as to arrest by the United States Government, etc.]

25. Was any of your property ever taken by the Confederate authorities, or by any officer, soldier, or other person acting or
assuming to act on their behalf of any State in rebellion? If so, what property, when and for what use, and have you
received pay therefor?

26. Were you ever threatened with damage or injury to your person, family, or property on account of your Union
sentiments? If so, state when, by whom, and what the threats were?

27. Were you ever molested or in any way injured on account of your Union sentiments? If so, state fully all the
particulars.

28. Did you ever contribute anything — any money or property — in aid of the United States Government, or in aid of the
Union army or cause? If so, state fully as to the same.

29. Did you ever do anything for the United States Government or its army, or for the Union cause, during the war? If so,
state fully what you did.

30. Had you any near relatives — any husband, so, brother, or nephew — in the Confederate army? If yea, state his
name, whether he is now living, and where he resides. Did you furnish him with any military equipments, any clothing, or
any money? Did you contribute in any way to aid or support him while in the rebel service?
[Each of the questions under No. 30 must be fully answered.]

31. Have you owned any Confederate bonds or any interest or share therein; or had any share or interest in any loans to
the Confederate government; or did you in any way contribute to support the credit of the so-called Confederate States
during the late rebellion?

32. Have you ever given aid and comfort to the rebellion? If so, state fully all the circumstances.

33. Were you ever engaged in making raids into the United States from Canada, or engaged in destroying the commerce
of the United States in the lakes and rivers adjoining Canada?

34. Were you ever engaged in holding in custody, directly or indirectly, any persons taken by the rebel government as
prisoners of war, or any persons imprisoned or confined by the Confederate government, or the authorities of any State in
rebellion, for political causes? If so, when, where, and under what circumstances? In what capacity were you engaged,
and what was the name, rank, and command of your principal?

35. Were you ever a member of any society or association for the imprisonment, expulsion, execution, or other
persecution of any persons on account of their loyalty to the United States, or did you ever assist in such acts?

36. Were you ever a paroled prisoner of the United States? If so, when and were, and by whom paroled?

37. Have you ever held any office in the Army or Navy of the United States? Were you educated by the United States at
the Military Academy at West Point, or at the United States Naval Academy?

38. Did you ever receive any pass from any officer of the Confederate government, or form any person having or
assuming to have authority to issue the same? If so, who gave you the pass; for what purpose; for what period of time; did
you sign or swear to any promise or obligation in order to get it; or swear or promise to bear “bear true faith and yield
obedience to the Confederate States;” did you use the pass, and for what purpose?

39. Are you or were you under the disabilities imposed by the Fourteenth Article of the Amendments to the Constitution of
the United States? Have you held any office under the United States Government since the war? If so, what office; and
did you take the (so-called) “iron-clad” oath2?

40. At the beginning of the rebellion did you sympathize with the Union cause, or with the rebellion? What were your
feelings and what your language on the subject? On which side did you exert your influence and cast your vote? What did
you do, and how did you vote? How did you vote on ratifying the ordinance of secession? After the ordinance of secession
was adopted in your State did you adhere to the Union cause, or did you “go with the State?”

41. [Original Question 34.] In conclusion, do you solemnly declare that, from the beginning of hostilities against the United
States to the end thereof, your sympathies were constantly with the cause of the United States; that you never, of your
own free will and accord, did anything, or offered, or sought, or attempted to do anything, by word or deed, to injure said
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cause or retard its success, and that you were at all times ready and willing, when called upon, or if called upon, to aid
and assist the cause of the Union, or its supporters, so far as your means and power and the circumstances of the case
permitted?

If the claimant be a female, ask the following questions:

42. Are you single or married? If married, when were you married? Was your husband loyal to the cause and Government
of the Untied States throughout the war? Where does he now reside, and why is he not joined with you in the petition?
How many children have you? Give their names and ages. Were any of them in the Confederate service during the war?
If you claim that the properly named in your petition is your sole and separate property, state how you came to own it
separately from your husband; how your title was derived; when your ownership of it began? Did it ever belong to your
husband? If the property for which you ask pay is wood, timber, rails, or the products of a farm, how did you get title to the
farm? If by deed, can you file copies of the deeds? If single, have you been married? If a widow, when did your husband
die? Was he in the Confederate army? Was he in the civil service of the Confederacy? Was he loyal to the United States
Government throughout the war? Did he leave any children? How many? Are any now living? Give their names and ages.
Are they not interested in this claim? If they are not joined in this petition, why not? State fully how your title to the property
specified in the petition was obtained?

If the claimant be a colored person, ask the following questions:

43. Were you a slave or free at the beginning of the war? When did you become free? What was your business after you
became free? How and when did you come to own the property named in your petition? How did you get the means to
pay for it? Who was your former master? Are you now in his employment? Do you live on his land? Do you live on land
purchased of him? Are you indebted to your former master for land or property, and how much? Has anybody any interest
in this claim besides yourself? State fully all the facts in your answers to these questions.

Revised Questions as the Taking or Furnishing of Property,
to be Answered by Claimants and Witnesses.

1. Were you present when any of the articles of property specified in the claimant’s petition were taken?

2. Did you see any of them taken? If so, specify the articles you saw taken.

3. Begin with the first article (Item No. ---) which you have specified that you saw taken, and give a full account of all you
saw and heard in connection with the taking of that article?
[The special commissioner should require the witness to state all the circumstances; for it is only by a knowledge of all of
them that the commissioners of claims can judge whether the taking was such a one as the Government is bound to pay
for. The common phrase “I saw the property taken by United States soldiers,” is not enough, for there was much lawless
taking. The witness should be required to detail the facts as to each item, when the items were taken at different times;
but if all, or more than one, were taken at the same time, that fact should appear, and then a repetition of the
circumstances is needless. The special commissioner must be careful to elicit all the facts, as well those against as for the
claim, especially as to those articles of property which were the special objects of pillage and theft, such as horses, mules,
cattle, hogs, &c. Claimants must bear in mind that a neglect to observe these directions works to the prejudice of the
claimant, and may defeat the claim.]

4. Where were the articles taken? When were they taken? Give the day, month and year, if you can? By whom were they
taken? Did you see more than one soldier engaged in the taking? How many soldiers were present? State the number as
near as you can? How many helped take the property? How long were they engaged in taking the property?

5. Who were present other than soldiers when you saw them taken? Give the names of all you know?

6. Was any United States officer, either commissioned or non-commissioned, present at the taking? If so, state his name,
rank, regiment, and the command to which he belonged. Did he order the property to be taken? Did he say anything about
the taking?

7. Describe how the property was taken, and give a full account of all you saw done, or heard said, upon the occasion of
the taking.

8. How was the property removed — by soldiers or in wagons, or in what manner? State fully as to each article taken and
removed.

9. To what place was it removed? Did you follow it to such place, or see it, or any portion of it, at any such place, or on its
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way to such place? How do you know the place to which it was removed?

10. Do you know the use for which the property was taken? What was the use, and how do you know it? Did you see the
property so taken used by the United States army? Did you see any part of the property so used? State fully all you know
as to the property or any of it having been used by the army; and distinguish between what you saw and know, and what
you may have heard from others, or may think, or suppose, or infer to be true.

11. Was any complaint made to any officer on account of such taking? If so, state the name, rank, and regiment of the
officer. What did he say about it? State fully all that he said.

12. Was any voucher or receipt for the property asked for? If so, produce it, or state where it is, and why it is not
produced. If no voucher or receipt was given, state why none was given, and if refused, why it was refused; state all that
was said about it. State fully all the conversation between any officer or other person taking the property, and the claimant,
or any one acting for him.

13. Was the property, or any of it, taken in the night-time? At what hour of the day (as near as you can tell) was it taken?
Was any of the property taken secretly, or so that you did not know of it when taken?

14. When the property was taken, was any part of the army encamped in that vicinity? If so, state how far from the place
where the property was taken, and what was the company, regiment, or brigade there encamped? How long had it been
encamped there? How long did it stay there, and when did it leave? Had there been any battle or skirmish near there, just
before the property was taken? Did you know the quartermasters, or any of them, or any other officers of the army for
whose use the property is supposed to have been taken?

15. Describe clearly the condition of the property when taken, and all that tends to show its value at the time and place of
taking? Thus, if corn, was it green or ripe? had it been harvested? Was it in the shock, or husked, or shelled? Where was
it? If grain, was it standing; had it been cut; was it in shocks, or in the barn or in stacks; had it been threshed? If horses,
mules, cattle, state when they were taken, how taken, and fully their condition, age, and value. Have you talked with
claimant about their value?

16. What means have you of knowing the quantity taken? State particularly how you estimate the quantity? Did you count
or weigh the articles? Give us all your data. How much did you see taken and removed? What quantity was taken in your
presence? As to quantity, distinguish carefully was to what you saw and know, and what you may think or believe from
what you have heard from others.

17. If you have testified as to the taking of wood, how do you know it was taken? How do you know the quantity? Was it
measured? By whom? What was the kind, quality, and value of the wood? Was it taken in the tree, standing, or had it
been cut? Where was it taken?

18. If rails were taken, did you see them taken; how taken; in wagons, or by soldiers? To what place taken? How do you
know, and what do you know, as to the quantity taken? Were the rails new or old? Did officers try to prevent their being
taken? Was any complaint made to officers on account of the taking?

Standing Interrogatories
(Final Version, 1874)

The following questions will be put to every person who gives testimony:

1. What is your name, your age, your residence, and how long has it been such, and your occupation?

2. If you are not the claimant, in what manner, if any, are you related to the claimant or interested in the success of the
claim?

The following questions will be put to every claimant, except claimants who were slaves at the beginning of the
war; [Note — if the original claimant be dead, these questions are to be answered by each of the heirs or legatees who
was not less than sixteen years of age when the war closed.]

3. Where were you born? If not born in the United States, when and where were you naturalized? Produce your
naturalization papers if you can.

4. Where were you residing and what was your business for six months before the outbreak of the rebellion, and where
did you reside and what was your business from the beginning to the end of the war? And if you changed your residence
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or business, state how many times, and why such changes were made.

5. On which side were your sympathies during the war, and were they on the same side from beginning to end?

6. Did you ever do anything or say anything against the Union cause; and if so, what did you do or say, and why?

7. Were you at all times during the war willing and ready to do whatever you could in aid of the Union cause?

8. Did you ever do anything for the Union cause, or its advocates or defenders? If so, state what you did, giving times,
places, names of persons aided, and particulars. Were the persons aided your relations?

9. Had you any near relatives in the Union army or navy? If so, in what company and regiment, or on what vessel, when
and where did each one enter service, and when and how did he leave service? If he was a son, produce his discharge
paper, in order that its contents may be noted in this deposition, or state why it cannot be produced.

10. Were you in the service of employment of the United States Government at any time during the war? If so, in what
service, when, where, for how long, under what officers, and when and how did you leave such service or employment?

11. Did you ever voluntarily contribute money, property, or services to the Union cause; and if so, when, where, to whom,
and what did you contribute?

12. Which side did you taken while the insurgent States were seceding from the Union in 1860 and 1861, and what did
you do to show on which side you stood?

13. Did you adhere to the Union cause after the States had passed into rebellion, or did you go with your State?

14. What were your feelings concerning the battle of Bull Run or Manassas, the capture of New Orleans, the fall of
Vicksburg, and the final surrender of the Confederate forces?

15. What favors, privileges, or protections were ever granted you in recognition of your loyalty during the war, and when
and by whom granted?

16. Have you ever taken the so-called “iron-clad oath” since the war, and when and on what occasions?

17. Who were the leading and best known Unionists of your vicinity during the war? Are any of them called to testify to
your loyalty; and if not, why not?

18. Were you ever threatened with damage or injury to your person, family, or property on account of your Union
sentiments, or were you actually molested or injured on account of your Union sentiments? If so, when, where, by whom,
and in what particular way were you injured or threatened with injury?

19. Were you ever arrested by any Confederate officer, soldier, sailor, or other person professing to act for the
Confederate government, or for any State in rebellion? If so, when, where, by whom, for what cause; how long were you
kept under arrest; how did you obtain your release; did you take any oath or given any bond to effect your release; and if
so, what was the nature of the oath or the bond?

20. Was any of your property taken by Confederate officers or soldiers, or any rebel authority? If so, what property, when,
where, by whom, were you ever paid therefor; and did you ever present an account therefor to the Confederate
government or any rebel officer?

21. Was any of your property ever confiscated by rebel authority, on the ground that you were an enemy to the rebel
cause? If so, give all the particulars, and state if the property was subsequently released or compensation made therefor.

22. Did you ever do anything for the Confederate cause, or render any aid or comfort to the rebellion? If so, give the
times, places, persons, and other particulars connected with each transaction.

23. What force, compulsion, or influence, was used to make you do anything against the Union cause? If any, give all the
particulars demanded in the last question.

24. Were you in any service, business, or employment, for the Confederacy, or for any rebel authority? If so, give the
same particulars as before required..

25. Were you in the civil, military, or naval service of the Confederacy, or any rebel State, in any capacity whatsoever? If
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so, state fully in respect to each occasion and service.

26. Did you ever take any oath to the so-called Confederate States while in any rebel service or employment?

27. Did you ever have charge of any stores, or other property, for the Confederacy; or did you ever sell or furnish any
supplies to the so-called Confederate States, or any State in rebellion; or did you have any share or interest in contracts
or manufacturers in aid of the rebellion?

28.  Were you engaged in blockade running, or running through the lines, or interested in the risks or profits of such
ventures?

29. Were you in any way interested in any vessel navigating the waters of the Confederacy, or entering or leaving any
Confederate port? If so, what vessel, when and where employed, in what business, and had any rebel authority any direct
or interest interest in vessel or cargo?

30. Did you ever subscribe to any loan of the so-called Confederate States, or of any rebel State; or own Confederate
bonds or securities, or the bonds or securities of any rebel State issued between 1861 and 1865? Did you sell, or agree to
sell, cotton or produce to the Confederate Government, or to any rebel State, or to any rebel officer or agent, and if so, did
you receive or agree to receive Confederate or State bonds or securities in payment; and if so, to what amount, and for
what kind and amount of property?

31. Did you contribute to the raising, equipment or support of troops, or the building of gunboats in aid of the rebellion; or
to military hospitals or invalids, or to relief funds or subscriptions for the families having served against the United States?

32. Did you ever give information to any person in aid of military or naval operations against the United States?

33. Were you at any time a member of any society or organization for equipping volunteers or conscripts, or for aiding the
rebellion in any other manner?

34. Did you ever take an oath of allegiance to the so-called Confederate States? If so, state how often, when, where, for
what purpose, and the nature of the oath or affirmation.

35. Did you ever receive a pass from rebel authority? If so, state when, where, for what purpose, on what conditions, and
how the pass was used.

36. Had you any near relatives in the Confederate army, or in any military or naval service hostile to the United States? If
so, give names, ages on entering service, present residence, if living, what influence you exerted, if any, against their
entering the service, and in what way you contributed to their outfit and support.

37. Have you been under the disabilities imposed by the fourteenth amendment to the Constitution? Have your disabilities
been removed by Congress?

38. Have you been specially pardoned by the President for participation in the rebellion?

39. Did you take any amnesty oath during the war, or after its close? If so, when, where, and why did you take it?

40. Were you ever a prisoner to the United States authorities, or on parole, or under bonds to do nothing against the
Union cause? If so, state all the particulars.

41. Were you ever arrested by the authorities of the United States during the war? If so, when, where, by whom, on what
grounds, and when and how did you obtain your release?

42. Were any fines or assessments levied upon you by the authorities of the United States because of your supposed
sympathy for the rebellion? If so, state all the facts.

43. Was any of your property taken into possession or sold by the United States under the laws relating to confiscation, or
to captured and abandoned property?

The following questions will be put to all male claimants or beneficiaries who were not less than sixteen years of
age when the war closed:

44. After the Presidential election of 1860, if of age, did you vote for any candidates, or on any questions, during the war,
and how did you vote? Did you vote for or against candidates favoring secession? Did you vote for or against the
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ratification of the ordinance of secession, or for or against separation in your State?

45. Did you belong to any vigilance committee, or committee of safety, homeguard, or any other form of organization or
combination designed to suppress Union sentiment in your vicinity?

46. Were you in the Confederate army, State militia, or any military or naval organization hostile to the United States? If
so, state when, where, in what organizations, how and why you entered, how long you remained each time, and when and
how you left. If you claim that you were conscripted, when and where was it, how did you receive notice, and from whom,
and what was the precise manner in which the conscription was enforced against you? If you were never in the rebel army
or other hostile organization, explain how you escaped service. If you furnished a substitute, when and why did you
furnish one, and what is his name, and his present address, if living?

47. Were you in any way connected with or employed in the Confederate quartermaster, commissary, ordnance, engineer,
or medical department, or any other department, or employed in on any railroad transporting troops or supplies for the
Confederacy, or otherwise engaged in transportation of men and supplies for the Confederacy? If so, state how employed,
when, where, or for how long, under whose direction and why such employment was not given “aid and comfort” to the
rebellion?

48. Did you at any time have charge of trains, teams, wagons, vessels, boats, or military supplies or property of any kind
for the Confederate government? If so, give all the facts as in previous questions.

49. Were you ever employed in saltpetre works, in tanning or milling for the Confederate government, or making clothing,
boots, shoes, saddles, harness, arms, ammunition, accounterments, or any other kind of munitions of war for the
Confederacy? If so, give all the particulars of time, place and nature of service or supplies.

50. Were you ever engaged in holding in custody, directly or indirectly, any persons taken by the rebel government was
prisoners of war, or any persons imprisoned or confined by the Confederate government, or the authorities of any rebel
State, for political causes? If so, when, where, under what circumstances, in what capacity were you engaged, and what
was the name and rank of your principal?

51. Were you ever in the Union army or navy, or in any service connected therewith? If so, when, where, in what capacity,
under whose command or authority, for what period of time, and when and how did you leave service? Produce your
discharge papers, so that their contents may be noted herein.

The following questions will be put to every person testifying to the loyalty of claimants or beneficiaries:

52. In whose favor are you her to testify?

53. How long have you known that person altogether, and what part of that time have you intimately known him?

54. Did you live near him during the war, and how far away?

55. Did you meet him often, and about how often, during the war?

56. Did you converse with the claimant about the war, its causes, its progress, and its results? If so, try to remember the
more important occasions on which you so conversed, beginning with the first occasion, and state, with respect to each,
when it was, where it was, who were present, what caused the conversation, and what the claimant said in substance, if
you cannot remember his words.

57. Do you know of anything done by the claimant that showed him to be loyal to the Union cause during the war? If you
do, state what he did, when, where, and what was the particular cause or occasion of his doing it? Give the same
information about each thing he did that showed him to be loyal.

58. Do you know of anything said or done by the claimant that was against the Union cause? If so, please state with
respect to each thing said or done, what it was, when it was, where it was, and what particular compulsion or influence
caused him to say or do it.

59. If you have heard anything said or done by the claimant, either for the Union cause or against it, state from whom you
heard it, when you heard it and what you heard.

60. What was the public reputation of the claimant for loyalty or disloyalty to the United States during the war? If you
profess to know his public reputation, explain fully how you know it, whom you heard speak of it, and give the names of
other persons who were neighbors during the war that could testify to this public reputation.
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61. Who were the known and prominent Union people of the neighborhood during the war, and do you know that such
persons could testify to the claimant’s loyalty?

62. Were you, yourself, an adherent of the Union cause during the war? If so, did the claimant know you to be such, and
how did he know it?

63. Do you know of any threats, molestations, or injury inflicted upon the claimant, or his family, or his property, on
account of his adherence to the Union cause? If so, give all the particulars.

64. Do you know of any act done or language used by the claimant that would have prevented him from establishing his
loyalty to the Confederacy? If so, what act or what language?

65. Can you state any other facts within your own knowledge in proof of the claimant’s loyalty during the war. If so, state
all the facts and give all the particulars.

The following questions concerning the ownership of property charged in claims will be put to all claimants, or
the representatives of deceased claimants:

66. Who was the owner of the property charged in this claim when it was taken, and how did such person become owner?

67. If any of the property was taken from a farm or plantation, where was such farm or plantation situated, what was its
size, how much was cultivated, how much was woodland, and how much was waste land?

68. Has the person who owned the property when taken since filed a petition in bankruptcy, or been declared a bankrupt?

The following questions will be put to female claimants:

69. Are you married or single? If married, when were you married? Was your husband loyal to the cause and Government
of the United States throughout the war? Where does he now reside, and why is he not joined with you in the petition?
How many children have you? Give their names and ages. Were any of them in the Confederate service during the war?
If you claim that the property named in your petition is your sole and separate property, state how you came to own it
separately from your husband; how your title was derived; when your ownership of it began. Did it ever belong to your
husband? If the property for which you ask pay is wood, timber, rails, or the products of a farm, how did you get title to the
farm? If by deed, can you file copies of the deeds? If single, have you been married? If a widow, when did your husband
die? Was he in the Confederate army? Was he in the civil service of the Confederacy? Was he loyal to the United States
Government throughout the war? Did he leave any children? How many? Are any now living? Give their names and ages.
Are they not interested in this claim? If they are not joined in this petition, why not?  State fully how your title to the
property specified in the petition was obtained. Did you ever belong to any sewing society organized to make clothing for
Confederate soldiers or their families, or did you assist in making any such clothing, or making flags, or other military
equipments, or preparing or furnishing delicacies or supplies for Confederate hospitals or soldiers?

The following questions will be put to colored claimants:

70. Were you a slave or free at the beginning of the war? If ever a slave, when did you become free? What business did
you follow after obtaining your freedom? Did you own this property before or after you became free? When did you get it?
How did you become owner, and from whom did you obtain it? Where did you get the means to pay for it? What was the
name and residence of your master, and is he still living? Is he a witness for you, and if not, why not? Are you in his
employ now, or do you live on his land or on land bought from him? Are you in his debt? What other person besides
yourself has any interest in this claim?

The following questions will be put to all colored witnesses in behalf of white claimants:

71. Were you formerly the slave of the claimant? Are you now in his service or employment? Do you live on his land? Are
you in his debt? Are you in any way to share in this claim if allowed?

The following questions will be put to claimants and witnesses who testify to the taking of property, omitting in
the case of each claimant or witness any questions that are clearly unnecessary:

72. Were you present when any of the property charged in this claim was taken? Did you actually see any taken? If so,
specify what you saw taken.

73. Was any of the property taken in the night time, or was it taken secretly, so that you did not know of it at the time?
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74. Was any complaint made to any officer of the taking of any of the property? If so, give the name, rank and regiment of
the officer, and state who made the complaint to him, what he said and did in consequence, and what was the result of the
complaint.

75. Were any vouchers or receipts asked for or given? If given, where are the vouchers or receipts? If lost, state fully how
given? State very fully in regard to the failure to ask or obtain receipts.

76. Has any payment ever been made for any property charged in this claim? Has any payment been made for any
property taken at the same times as the property charged in this claim? Has any payment been made for any property
taken from the same claimant during the war, and if so, when, by whom, for what property and to what amount? Has this
property, or any part of it, been included in any claim heretofore presented to Congress, or any court, department or officer
of the United States, or to any board of survey, military commission, State commission or officer, or any other authority? If
so, when and to what tribunal or officers was the claim presented; was it larger or smaller in amount than this claim, and
how is the difference explained, and what was the decision, if any, of the tribunal to which it was presented?

77. Was the property charged in this claim taken by troops encamped in the vicinity, or were they on the march, or were
they on a raid or expedition, or had there been any recent battle or skirmish?

78. You will please listen attentively while the list of items, but not the quantities, is read to you, and as each kind of
property is called off, say whether you saw any such property taken.

79. Begin now with the first item of property you have just said you saw taken, and give the following information about it.
1st. Describe its exact condition, as for instance, if corn, whether green or ripe, standing or harvested, in shuck, or
husked, or shelled; if lumber, whether new or old, in buildings or piled; if grain, whether growing or cut, &c.&c. 2d. State
where it was. 3d. What was the quantity; explain fully how you know the quantity, and if estimated, describe your method
of making the estimate. 4th. Describe the quality to your best judgment. 5th. State as nearly as you can the market value
of such property at the time in United States money. 6th. Say when the property was taken. 7th. Give the name of the
detachment, regiment, brigade, division, corps, or army, taking the property, and the names of any officers belonging to
the command. 8th. Describe the precise manner in which the property was taken into possession by the troops, and  the
manner in which it was removed. 9th. State as closely as you can how many men, animals, wagons, or other means of
transport, were engaged in the removal, how long they were occupied, and to what place they removed the property. 10th.
State if any officers wee present; how you knew them to be officers; what they said or did in relation to the property, and
give the names of any, if you can. 11th. Give any reasons that you may have for believing the taking of the property was
authorized by the proper officers or that it was for the necessary use of the army.

80. Now take the next item of property you saw taken and give the same information, and so proceed to the end of the list
of items.


