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The Scott Farmers’ Co-op Story:  1947-1997 
EDITOR’S NOTE - The following article is a history of the Scott Farmers’ Cooperative, which was compiled by Brenda Tate, 

assistant manager of the cooperative, on the occasion of its 50th Anniversary (1947-1997). 

The organization of a Farmers Cooperative in Scott County was begun in 1946 by a group of far-

sighted farmers with a mental vision of owning their own farm supply business. 

But the story goes much farther back to other continents and times. Even in ancient civilizations 

mankind knew that his own well-being, as well as that of his neighbor, is better served through 

association with others. The ancient civilizations of China and Greece (300 B.C.) and later 

Teutonic Europe from 800 to 1699 had some forms of organized cooperation. In Scotland from 

1760 to 1825 several small self-help societies were begun but failed. But in 1844 in Rochdale, 

England 28 poor weavers opened a tiny grocery store on Toad Lane that had global effects in the 

cooperative effort. 

The weavers pooled their money to rent a building and buy supplies at wholesale prices. These 

supplies were then resold; thus, the cooperative system was born. The Rochdale store grew until 

its membership totaled over 45,000, but the 28 original owners introduced cooperative business 

customs now known as the Rochdale Principles which are still accepted by todays cooperatives. 

 The phenomenal success of the Rochdale Cooperative was observed and soon the movement 

spread to other parts of the world. In the United States farmer cooperatives grew swiftly after 

World War I. This growth was due mainly to the farmer receiving a small compensation for his 

product, while at the same time having to pay a large amount for his supplies. 

Figure 1 – The Scott Farmers’ Cooperative on U.S. 27 S., Oneida, as it appears today 
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 After World War II the cooperative concept became a reality to Tennesseans. The Tennessee 

Farm Bureau, in 1940, had appointed a Special Committee to study farm supply cooperatives in 

other states. It was the recommendation of this committee that a federated co-op system be 

established in Tennessee. In the fall of 1945 Tennessee Farmers’ Cooperative received its 

Charter of Incorporation, and a year and a half later, on May 26, 1947, Scott Farmers’ 

Cooperative received its Charter of Incorporation.  

The Formation and First Manager 
Incorporating Directors were: Joe Acres, Frank Coker, Cicero Lewallen, Early Lowe, L. L. 

Marcum, James H. Phillips, Caldwell Terry, Luther Terry, Elmer Todd, Cecil Tompkins and 

Thomas Troxel. Of course, these 11 were also among the first common stockholders. A common 

stockholder owns one share of stock worth $1.00. But common stock is very important because it 

insures democratic control by the membership. Each year at the annual stockholder’s meeting 

directors are elected to form the Board of Directors. This board in turn hires a General Manager 

who is in control of daily operations. Preferred stock in the amount of $10.00 per share is also 

issued to investors. The 11 incorporating directors invested a combined total of $720 and set 

about the task of finding a building and a manager. 

In September 1947 a lot was found and bought by the Co-op at the corner of Church Street and 

U.S. Highway 27. The lot had 80-feet of road frontage on Highway 27 and 125-feet on Church 

Street. A very rough temporary building was built on the lot. Even though the “store’ was 

somewhat less than impressive, the new sign, measuring 6-feet long, looked great. 

Now all that remained was finding a manager. Mr. Escell Reed was hired for the job. He began 

work on January 1, 1948. He was 24 years old at the time. Like many other young men in 1947, 

Escell was an ex-GI. He had attended Draughons Business College, specializing in accounting. 

Frank Coker had to pay two visits to Escell’s home before convincing him to take the job. On 

May 30, 1997 Mr. Reed, who now resides in Guntersville, Alabama, visited the Coop at its 

present location. He told the interviewer that “things sure had changed since 1947”. He said it 

was a small operation back then. “Just me most of the time, and a lot of the time, I couldn’t find 

enough to do.” 

But the infant business made it through the first month, so in February of 1948, it was decided to 

move ahead and have the little building wired for electricity. Business was progressing. Plans for 

a new building were underway. The plans included a provision for rooms in the building for the 

County Agent and the A.C.A. It was decided in true cooperative fashion that the rooms be rent 

free for one year, and after that rent would, regretfully, be charged at the rate of $60 per year. 
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Charles Duvall, then manager of Scott Farmers’ Co-op, in a local corn field in the summer of 1988 

 
Pete Douglas (right), Co-op Manager, 
talks with E. C. Coleman January 1962 

 
Virgil Burress, and Co-op Manager Glen 
Allen look at corn crop in the summer 

of 1977 

 
R.L. Stanley on the farm in this old 

photo from the Scott County Farmers’ 
Cooperative archives 

 
Glen Allen provides a demonstration 

for farmers at a special event provided 
by Scott Farmers’ Co-op 

 
A superb corn field is noted when Co-

op Manager Glen Allen took to the field 
at Ernest Billingsley’s farm 

 
Charles Atkins (left), TFC Fieldman, 
joins Glen Allen on a visit to a local 

farm in 1978 

Figure 2 – Scott Farmers’ Co-op 50 Years of Service 
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A New Building and A New Manager 
By November 1948 the Co-op had moved into its new building, had decided to buy a truck, and 

had acquired a new manager. Allen Marcum was working in West Virginia for the Red Jacket 

Coal Corp., a subsidiary of the W. M. Ritter Lumber Co. A native of Scott County, he had been 

recruited by the company while he was yet attending Oneida High School. After serving in the 

armed services, he went back to that company. R. S. Thomas knew that Allen Marcum was the 

man for the job and convinced the rest of the Board, who hired Marcum sight unseen. They were 

not to be disappointed with his performance. When he left in February of 1951 the business had 

strengthened and grown. 

 
Figure 3 – The Morgan Farmers’ Co-op, now being managed by the 

Scott Farmers’ Co-op, under an agreement reached between the two 

cooperatives recently. 

 

 
Figure 4 – The interior of the Scott Farmers’ Co-op Today 

 
Figure 5 – The Co-op as it appeared in the 1948 to 1966 period. 

Initially, the Co-op was in the lower floor of this building (across from 
Scott County Hospital), but was moved into the upstairs in 1958. Prior 

to 1958, the upstairs of the building was rented our and was a grocery 

store 

 
Figure 6 –The “First” Scott Farmers’ Co-op Building in 1947 
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Robert Foster, Manager, 1951-1953 
Luther Smith was instrumental in the hiring of Mr. Foster, to whom he had taught agriculture. 

Robert was 24 years old at the time and a graduate of the University of Tennessee. Mr. Smith 

highly recommended Robert to the Board and he highly recommended the Co-op to Robert. 

By this time the business had Preferred Stock outstanding in the amount of $20,000 and 

membership totaled 355. The business had taken on some sophistication. Large shipments of 

feed and fertilizer were being shipped in by rail. But at this point sophistication ended, and back 

breaking work began. Everything was unloaded by hand. And in those days, there were no 50-

pound bags. Everything was in 100 and even some 125-pound bags. 

In the spring of 1952 the Board decided to expand the building with Mr. Frank Coker 

supervising the daily construction. After two years of Cooperative service, Luther Smith once 

again played a role in Robert’s future and in Co-op history. He suggested that Robert might be 

interested in taking a position with the school system, teaching veteran farmers in the On the 

Farm, Farm Training Program. In February 1953 he took that position. And once again the Co-op 

sought the services of Allen Marcum.   

Marcum Returns 
Allen, who had gone back to the Ritter Co., agreed to come back, which gives him the distinction 

of being the second and the fourth manager. He remained until 1957, when he returned to the W. 

M. Ritter Lumber Co., which had continued to retain his services in a consultative capacity. Mr. 

Marcum stated that when he returned the greatest change he saw was the growth of Tennessee 

Farmers. He remarked on the great capabilities and foresight of J. Franklin Nix, general manager 

of Tennessee Farmers. 

During this time the long-awaited dream of owning a good truck became a reality when Luther 

Yancey was able to convince the Colditz Brothers Motor Co. they should take merchandise 

instead of cash as payment. It was during this time also, that the tire business started to grow as 

non-member shoppers began to learn about Co-op products. So, after much discussion it was 

decided to actually build a storage rack for tires. When he left the Co-op in June of 1957, Mr. 

Marcum left a progressive business. When asked, recently, why he left the second time, Mr. 

Marcum said he came back because he felt he was needed and he left because he wanted to 

return to Ritter’s. He said he knew he was leaving the Co-op in capable hands, that was the hands 

of C. C. Douglas. 

The Legendary “Pete” 
Upon the resignation of Allen Marcum in February 1957, the Board promoted C. C. “Pete” 

Douglas to the manager position. Mr. Douglas had worked for the business since 1950 and was a 

valuable employee. Two other Co-ops in the state had manager positions open for him at that 

time also. The statewide farmer cooperative network, now in its 12th year, was widely expanded 

by this time. And Mr. Douglas, known to all as “Pete”, was no stranger to this network. Known 

not only for his cooperative abilities, but also for his boldness, he became part of statewide 
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cooperative history when he flew his single engine plane, a J3 Cub, down to LaVergne and 

landed in a cow pasture next to the Tennessee Farmers facility. 

Business continued to grow. Full use of the facility was now required, and parking was 

becoming a problem. A brand-new truck was purchased to haul bagged feed from the “million 

dollar” feed mill at LaVergne. The need for a new tire shop was now imminent. It was inevitable 

that the legendary Pete would be offered another management position with another firm. It did 

happen, and Pete went on to other adventures, leaving behind a thriving business. 

1963 - Glen Allen Becomes Manager 
When Mr. Douglas left the Co-op, Glen Allen, who was then serving as President of the Board, 

became the manager. He was manager until 1986 and has the longest managerial tenure. During 

the next 23 years many changes would take place. 

In 1965 a serious building program was undertaken. The present location on South Highway 27 

was purchased. A new building was constructed and the business was moved. A bulk fertilizer 

building was built and a blender was installed. The spreading of bulk fertilizer, liquid nitrogen, 

and agriculture lime was added to Co-op services. A tractor and trailer for the purpose of 

transporting inventory was bought. It was a time of maturing for the Co-op. 

Charles Duvall, Longtime Employee/Manager 
On April 3, 1986 the Board named Charles Duvall, an employee since 1957, as the general 

manager. Charles was well prepared for the position with his knowledge of Co-op products and 

his dedication to the organization. Under his guidance during the next eight years, the sales 

volume doubled. The showroom was suddenly too small to contain the expanded product lines. 

So, in the summer of 1990 yet another building project was undertaken. The showroom was 

doubled in size and a completely new tire shop was added and the newest equipment installed. A 

30-ton bulk feed bin with a computer-controlled scale was installed. This was and is an 

economical advantage to the farmer, who can save considerable amounts of money by providing 

his own feed bags, barrels, boxes or truck bed to hold his feed in bulk form. In 1991 computers 

also came to the Co-op sales counter. Co-op customers were now identified by telephone number 

as well as name. This greatly improved the detailed record-keeping system necessary for 

cooperatives. 

Charles Duvall retired on December 31, 1994 after 38 years of Cooperative services, but his 

legacy lives on at the Co-op today. 
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The Co-op of Today 
Joseph Kelly McCartt  has been manager since 

January 1, 1995. He came to the Co-op as a 

summer intern with Tennessee Farmers in 1991. 

Brenda Tate, Assistant Manager, says, “When he 

first came to work for the Co-op, I thought, here is 

our next manager!” Kelly left in 1993 to manage 

Oak Brook Farms in Coffey County, but he 

returned as manager after the retirement of Mr. 

Duvall. 

There is a vigor and enthusiasm about the Co-op 

of today. In the true pioneering sense, new trails 

are being explored. Today you can buy a pair of 

Wrangler jeans, Red Wing or Chippewa boots, 

Science Diet pet foods or hunting supplies, as well 

as all the usual products such as lawn mowers, chain saws and tires. Supplying the farmers’ 

needs is still the purpose of the Co-op, but Kelly is confident that can be done while, at the same 

time, providing goods and services to the non-farmers. 

A New Venture -A Second Store 
It is an exciting time at the Co-op. 

On April 21st of this year Scott 

Farmers began managing the 

Morgan Farmers’ store. Morgan 

Farmers Co-op has an interesting 

history. Formed in 1943 as the 

Cumberland Growers Association 

with 11 members, it is an older 

organization than even the 

Tennessee Farmers’ Cooperative. 

The descendants of the first 

members, to the third and fourth 

generation, are still supporting 

their organization today. 

In the autumn of 1996, with the 

pending retirement of longtime manager, Roy Shelton, the Board of Directors of Morgan 

Farmers approached the management and directors of Scott Farmers about a possible merger. 

That has not happened yet. But Scott Farmers has leased the facility and hired a manager, 

Anthony Hastings, for the Morgan operation. 

Figure 7 – Kelly McCartt (left), manager of Scott Farmers’ Co-op, 
and Jeffery Yancey (center), president of the local cooperative, are 

presented with a 50-year commemorative plague by Albert Nash, 

District Director of the Tennessee Farmers’ Cooperative.  The 

plague presentation came in February. 

Figure 8 – Brenda Tate, assistant manager, receives a 25-year dedicated service plague 

from Scott Farmers’ Co-op Manager Kelly McCartt in May 1997 
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“The members and patrons of the 

Morgan Farmers Co-op seem to be 

genuinely glad to have us manage 

their store,” says McCartt, “and we 

welcome the opportunity to serve 

them.” 

Kelly McCartt has not completed 

his page in the Co-op history. But 

he is presently writing it with vim 

and vitality. 

The story of Scott Farmers’ 

Cooperative is a unique one. 

Because of the dedication a few 

good men had to a vision, the 

vision became a reality. They not 

only had dedication to their vision, they also had faith in that vision. Men such as Frank Coker, 

who loaned the organization $2,700 to purchase fertilizer for that first spring; Luther Yancey, 

who personally financed an expansion program; and, indeed, all of the first directors and early 

members who displayed confidence in and loyalty to their dream of collectively owning a farm 

supply business. 

It is the story of reality going beyond foresight. Because not only has the original purpose of the 

business, as seen by the incorporating directors, been fully realized; but an impact was and is 

being made on the communities of Scott, Morgan, McCreary and surrounding counties. Maybe 

one of the reasons this is true was recently stated by Robert Foster, a former manager. Mr. Foster 

said, “Even back in the ‘40s the Co-op strived to find the best quality products. Not just 

merchandise to sell, but the right products for the members and customers.” The Co-op is not a 

profit driven organization; its priority is to serve the members and patrons. 

In 1947 the founding fathers, who resided in a county where most of the population was farmers, 

at least to some extent, could not imagine that 50 years later less than 2% of Scott Countians 

would be farmers. This trend is, of course, in keeping with the entire nation. But the institution 

established by the farmers of Scott County 50 years ago has shown a remarkable ability to adapt 

to meet the needs of all the people. The Co-op of today has more than 1,000 members and more 

than 8,000 other customers because everyone can and, sooner or later, almost everyone does, 

shop at the Co-op. 

Figure 9 – Anthony Hastings (left), Morgan County Co-op board member and branch store 

manager, poses with Scott Farmers’ Co-op Manager Kelly McCartt 
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Figure 10 – Tom Montgomery, an Animal Health Specialist, lectures 

an attentive group of farmers around 1980. From left are Rudy Colditz, 
Charles Duvall, Alton Payne, Jasper Robbins and Arnold Duncan 

 
Figure 11 – Riley Lowe at work in the tire shop at Scott Farmers' Co-

op. 

 
Figure 12 – Jack Hackeworh and Anthony Hastings install new 

shelving at the Morgan County Co-op 

 
Figure 13 – Brandon Duncan works on chain saw at the Co-op. 

 
Figure 14 – Cosetta Phillips (right), employee of the Co-op, poses with 

Assistant Manager Brenda Tate. 

 
Figure 15 – Sam Cooper and Robert Tompkins pose in the Co-op’s 
tire shop. 
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Figure 16 – Ann Hastings and Jennifer Goodman, employees at the 

Morgan County store. 

 
Figure 17 – Janet Watson at her desk in the office of Scott Farmers' 

Co-op. 

 
Figure 18 – At the register – Chad Starrett, Robin Smith and Darius 
Phillips. 

 
Figure 19 – Frank Griffith (right) helps Charlie Jones Scott Farmers' 
Co-op. 
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Figure 20 –The current manager of the Scott Farmers’ Cooperative, Kelly McCartt (left), talks with customers in 

the store recently. 

 
Figure 21 – James Terry, Jr. talks with Gason Marcum at the 1966 

Grand Opening of the new Co-op. 

 

 
Figure 22 – A group of local farmers converse during the Grand 

Opening of the store in 1966. 
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Figure 23 – 1996 annual meeting (from left) Albert Nash, (Source:  The 
Fentress Courier, director; Brenda Tate, Scott Co-op assistant 

manager; and Ron Milsap, TFC coordinator. 

 
Figure 24 – Howard Carson (left) and Co-op Manager Glen Allen 

pose with farm equipment out on the farm in May of 1971. 

 
Figure 25 – Mrs. Fred Kidd and Mrs. Homer Terry look over the 
selection of seeds at the Grand Opening Ceremony of the Co-op in 

1966. 

 
Figure 26 – Director Ray Free and (Source:  The Fentress Courier, 
Field Man John Rhea fill balloons for children attending the Co-op’s 

Grand Opening in the Spring of 1966. 

 
Figure 27 – Alton Terry and Brenda Tate outside the Co-op on October 

10, 1984 as Alton comes to claim a headgate he won. 

 
Figure 28 – At Grand Opening of Co-op in 1966. From left are Co-op 
employees Glen Allen, Charles Duvall, and Melvin Pedego, along 

with Elmo Smith, TFC. 



FNB Chronicle, Vol. 8, No. 4 Summer 1997 

First National Bank (pages 1, 4-5, 8-10) 

P.O. Box 4699 

Oneida, TN 37841 

 

Page 13 of 13 

 
Figure 29 – U.S. Senator Fred Thompson talks with visitors at a special “Dog Dipping” event held at the Scott 

Farmers’ Co-op in Oneida in the summer of 1996. 

 
Figure 30 – Darius Phillips dips a dog during a special event staged for local farmers at the Co-op last summer. 

 


