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A Brief History of Scott County, Tennessee
By JONATHAN LAWSON
SHS Appalachian Studies Class

In late 1849, Scott County was established and formed from other counties in Tennessee. These

counties’ portions were from Fentress, Morgan, Anderson, and Campbell counties. Scott County

was named in honor of General Winfield Scott, a veteran of the War of 1812 and commander of

the U.S. troops at Vera Cruz, Cerro Gordo, and Molino del Rey in the Mexican War. He also

served as the Chief of Staff for the Army and as an advisor to the President. Scott County is

located on the Cumberland Plateau in the western foothills of the Appalachian Mountains and the

Big South Fork River gorge. Scott County has 348,160 acres of land.

Early settlers were attracted to Scott County by its mild climate and abundant rainfall, which

made them want to stay. The first permanent settler in Scott County according to records was

Michael Lowe, who brought his family here from North Carolina and settled on Smoky Creek in

late 1776. Not long after, more Lowes, Hembrees, Massengales, McGees and Llewellyns joined

these settlers.

Scott County has had many interesting events since it was established in 1849. By 1850, Scott

County already had a population of 1,905 people. In 1851, the first courthouse was built in

Huntsville. Huntsville was chosen as the site for the county seat. It was within one day’s ride by

horse from all areas of the county, according to some people. In 1859, the Homestead

(Helenwood) settlement was established. By 1860, the population of Scott County grew to about

3,519 people. Skipping through the years on to 1870, Scott County’s population had increased to

4,054 people. Later on, in 1880, the population increased to 6,021 people. In 1881, the Crooke

Coal & Mining Company was formed and later changed to Glenmary Coal & Coke Company.

Operations were successful at both Glenmary and nearby Coal Hill. This town was the largest

community in Scott County.

Later on through the years, Scott County started producing its first newspaper, the Scott County

Call. This press was purchased from The Rugbian and started in Helenwood. Two years later, in

1889, the Cumberland Chronicle newspaper was started in Huntsville. This press was bought

from the Scott County Call. One year later, in 1890, the population had already increased

tremendously to 9,794 people. Scott County also had a bottling company for soft drinks that was

established in 1897 in Oneida. Coca-Cola and Nehi were bottled there at one time. By 1900, the

population of Scott County was already a stunning 11,077 people. In 1902, the Southern Clay

Manufacturing Company started a brickyard in Robbins. This company sold brick to all parts of

the United States to build streets and brick homes. In 1903, the New River Lumber Company

was established at New River. Three years later, in 1906, Pearson’s Flooring Mill (forerunner of

Hartco) started its production.
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Huntsville High School was built in 1908. Also, in that same year, the Treat School for Boys was

built in Helenwood. The students who attended this school were from some of America’s

wealthiest families. The Dodge brothers attended this school. These two brothers were from the

Dodge motor company family. There were also many other famous children who attended this

school. In 1909, the Norcross mill was built in Norma. It was one of the largest in the South. A

clothes pin factory was also built to employ women. In 1910, the population of Scott County was

up to 12,947 people. Ten years later a serious passenger train wreck happened in New River.

Some people were killed. In 1927, well-known Dr. W.W. Foust was shot and killed at a movie in

Robbins by Ben Fowler. J. W. West (deputy sheriff) was also shot and killed by Ben Fowler at

the movie where Dr. Foust was killed. Ben Fowler was the only resident of Scott County to be

executed by being electrocuted in Nashville, Tennessee. In 1935, a huge explosion destroyed

most of Helenwood when a house caught fire and spread to the Masonic Hall, where dynamite

was kept.

Seven years later, in 1942, Oneida High School burned and three years after this, in 1945,

Oneida Elementary School burned. In 1946, Tennessee Highways 52 and 63 were paved for the

very first time. Also in the same year, the stone courthouse in Huntsville burned. One year later,

in 1947, Scott County built a brick courthouse in Huntsville to replace the one that perished. By

1950, Scott County had 17,362 people living in the county. This was the largest count yet.

Tennessee had 3,291,718 people living in the state. In 1956, Scott County opened its hospital

with 42 beds, and, in 1965, the hospital expanded. Three years later, in 1959, a devastating mine

explosion occurred at the old Brimstone mines and killed nine miners. By 1960, the population

of Scott County had dropped to 15,413 people. In that same year, the Scott County Airport was

built between Oneida and Helenwood. Ten years later, in 1970, the population had dropped again

to 14,762 people. In 1971, the new Scott High School was finished. In 1980, the population grew

back to a huge total of about 19,295 people. By 1985, the National Guard unit formed in Scott

County.

Later, in 1993, Scott County was covered by a huge snowfall. Eighteen inches of snow blanketed

the county in March with drifts as high as five feet in some areas. In 1998, another huge snowfall

came to Scott County in February and was said to be the most severe winter storm in the

county’s history. It caused about $5,000,000 in damage and about 444 people were without

power a week later.

FOOTNOTE — All this information came from websites on the Internet and from the book,

County Scott and Its Mountain Folk, written by Esther Sharp Sanders.


