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How Places in Scott County Got Their Names
By KAYLYNN THOMAS
SHS Appalachian Studies Class

A lot of people are interested in how different places in Scott County got their names. Here are

some of the stories behind the names of the ones you hear most frequently.

The town of Winfield got its name after General Winfield Scott. He was known as “Old Fuss and

Feathers” because of his attention to detail and a penchant for gaudy uniforms. He fought in the

War of 1812, the Black Hawk War, the Seminole Wars, the Mexican-American War, and the

War for Southern Independence (American Civil War).

Jellico Creek got its name from the long, straight valley. Smokey got its name from the Great

Smoky Mountains. New River received its name from New River, North Carolina and Virginia.

Station Camp was a place where the militia met and took station. Cherry Fork was named for its

cherry trees.

Norma received its name from the officials of the New River Lumber Company. It was also

called Norcross and Skull Bones at one time. Huntsville got its name from the hunters’ camp and

hunting ground along the hunter’s spring. No one really knows how Brimstone got its name. It is

rumored that the Native Americans might have called it that.

Helenwood received its name from the daughter of an engineer, who helped to put the railroad

through Scott County. It has also been said that it got its name from an explosion in a gunpowder

depot that led to it being referred to as “Hell-In-The-Woods.” Robbins got its name after a man

named J. M. Robbins of Birmingham, Alabama, along with the early Robbinses on Brimstone

Creek.

Glenmary received its name from another engineer that helped with the railroad in Scott County.

Rugby, which is now a tourist and historic area in nearby Morgan County, got its name from

Rugby, England. It was started in 1880 and was a Utopian society. It is one of the area’s oldest

settlements and was settled by Thomas Hughes.

Clear Fork is named after the clearness of the stream. Pine Creek is named for the white pines

along the banks for thirty miles and a width of twenty miles. Williams Creek is named after a

Mr. Williams that lived along the creek. It is one of the longest streams in the county other than

the river.

Now you know how some places in Scott County received their names. You also learned some

pretty interesting facts about these places, too. Now you can share these stories with family

members and friends.


