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Jesse James: Fact or Fiction? 
By MEGAN LOWE 
SHS Appalachian Studies Class 

Jesse James (alias Dave Moore) was one of the most well-known outlaws in Scott County. Jesse 

and his brother, Frank, came to Scott County during the Civil War. It was an ideal spot to come 

for people who had committed crimes and needed a place to hide out. Jesse, Frank and another 

man opened up a grocery store in Huntsville. The other man would stay and run the store while 

Jesse and Frank were away. Jesse and Frank were always in and out of the county, supposedly on 

business for their store. They rode fine saddle horses which were stabled at the Marcum’s on 

Buffalo. This was not unusual because a lot of people did this. Therefore, their presence wasn’t 

questioned by the people of Huntsville.  

The James brothers boarded with “Uncle Billy” Sharp while in 

Huntsville. Jesse shared a room with Uncle Billy’s son, Joseph. 

Joseph later recalled that Jesse was a very likeable person. He 

said he was a quiet person who listened but said very little. Jesse 

also knew most of the county people by first name. Joseph also 

recalled that Jesse and Frank would always leave the county at 

night and Jesse would always question him about newcomers to 

the county. Joseph, then being young, would not think twice 

about telling him, and always gave him information about them. 

Joseph also remembered that Jesse kept two large pistols at his 

bed. Jesse once told Joseph that the wilderness he traveled 

through had wild animals and robbers that might attack him.  

While the James brothers were staying at the Sharp Hotel, Judge 

James F. Baker was staying there also. He and two men from 

Missouri had a store in Hustonville, Kentucky. His partners had been neighbors of the James 

brothers in Missouri. Once, while Frank was passing through Hustonville, he stopped to visit his 

old friends. One of the partners mentioned that the judge was co-owner of the drug store. Frank 

said that he knew him well. The partner also spoke of instances that happened in the county that 

verified Frank’s statements. When Mr. Baker went to Hustonville, the partner told him of his and 

Frank’s conversation and Mr. Baker was confident that the story was true.  

Joseph recalled that a Scott County man by the name of Mitt Adkins (alias Clell Miller) was seen 

with the James brothers following news of raids. Joseph said Mitt disappeared and, according to 

the papers, he was killed in a Missouri bank robbery. Mitt Adkins was never again seen or heard 

of in Scott County.  

Jesse James was murdered on April 3, 1882. He was shot in the back of the head by Bob Ford, a 

member of his own band. Bob killed Jesse because he wanted the reward money that had been 
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put up for him. After the death of Jesse James and the disappearance of Mitt Adkins, Jesse’s 

identity spread throughout the Buffalo settlement.  

The Marcum family, who took care of the horses for Jesse and Frank, always seemed to have 

money no matter how hard the times were. No one is sure whether or not they knew of the James 

brothers’ real identities. However, before Mr. Marcum’s death, he gave each of his . . . [the rest 

of the article was not printed in the edition] 


