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The Trials and Triumphs of Walter Lowe
By CRYSTAL GAIL BRUMMETT
SHS Appalachian Studies Class

War has been the topic of many different movies and books, but a camera cannot capture the

essence of a true war hero. The drama and danger is far too extreme to be experienced through

watching a reenactment of someone who was never there. Being the subject of a feature film has

honored many war heroes, but there are others who never get the glory they deserve. One of

these heroes is a man by the name of Walter “Smokey” Lowe.

Sergeant Lowe was a World War II veteran and a native of Scott

County, Tennessee. He was born to R. Joe and Arizona Mason

Lowe and was raised in a log cabin up in the mountains. He lived

in Smokey Junction during his early years. In November of 1942,

Lowe enlisted in the United States Army, and at 6-2, 140-

pounds, and at the tender age of 17, he began training in Fort

McClellan, Alabama. The grueling process lasted for a year and

a half.

After his training was complete, he made his way to Europe, and

soon he was assigned to Company G of the 378th Infantry of the

95th Division. He was now in General George Patton’s Third

Army in Germany and France. Almost immediately, his trials

began when in November 1944, he crawled on a 40-ton tank and

manned a 50 caliber machine gun as it ventured through a small German town. This was one of

his first challenging tasks he had to complete; however, his real test of courage was yet to come.

Later that month, on November 19, 1944, Lowe participated in one of the most remarkable

conquests of World War II – the attack on Fort Julian, France. During the vicious assault,

Lowe’s platoon found themselves pinned down by rapid machine gun fire from an enemy bunker

about 75 yards to the right. He crawled close enough to the bunker to throw in a grenade, and

when he did, 32 German soldiers came out. After hearing him say “Handy Ho,” the GI term for

“put your hands on your head,” the captives did what they were told. He single-handedly seized

all 32 men. Lowe escorted them to a base for imprisonment, and shortly after, he returned again

to the front lines. This single event made him famous and showed his courage under fire.

His next test of bravery occurred when he, along with six other members of his platoon, got lost

from their camp. They split up, and he found a group of British soldiers, which he ended up

staying with for about a week. While he was with them, he found himself hemmed up by

German soldiers once again. Their only way of escaping was blocked by a huge, two-story

Figure 1 Sgt. Walter Lowe
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building. Knowing it was their only chance of survival, he fearlessly volunteered to make a way

for their escape by blowing a hole in the side of the building big enough so they could fit through

to get away. Once more, he escaped the clutches of death.

Another one of Lowe’s adventures transpired when he and one other member of his platoon

exchanged gunfire with a number of German soldiers. Luckily, they escaped unharmed and

reported back to their camp, where their commander turned aside their dangerous sweep with

death. He told them that they were just wasting ammo, and proof was needed. Knowing what

they had to do, they took a new officer and went back to prove their story. While they were out,

they had another interception with the Germans, and ten of their enemies were killed. Sergeant

Lowe brought back one of the dead soldiers and laid him at his commander’s feet. Apparently,

that was enough proof.

Lowe and his lieutenant, Ralph Wilson, of Elkins, West Virginia, were the only two platoon

members alive after 145 days on the front lines. Forty others were dead. The two were pinned up

in German territory for a total of three days. During that time, they split cigarettes and cans of C-

rations. At last, they were out of harm’s way when General Patton came to their rescue.

Sergeant Lowe finally returned home on October 4, 1945, without a single award or medal to his

name. In fact, the only thing he did come home with was a bad case of trench foot and a bullet

wound to the knee. He also had a longing to be reunited with his friends and family. He didn’t

receive his medals in person; thus, he didn’t receive the publicity that other war heroes got for

their bravery and skills. Lowe didn’t even participate in a parade for 30 years after his heroic

accomplishments, and the only one was in Scott County, Tennessee. Nonetheless, he played a

huge role in American history when he passed the ultimate test of courage. He eventually got

married and had one son; he lived in West Robbins for many peaceful years with his family.

Smokey Lowe did finally receive his share of medals and awards. He actually acquired so many

medals that he became known as Scott County’s most decorated veteran. He holds over a dozen

military honors, including the Bronze Star, Silver Star, British Military Medal, two Purple

Hearts, a good conduct medal, Distinguished Service medallions, and a Distinguished Service

Cross, the country’s highest military award for bravery. He was also very accurate with a rifle;

this earned him an expert rifleman’s badge. Many people feel that he should have gotten the

Congressional Medal of Honor. It took the government 21 years to send all of his medals; the last

ones came in 1967 via the U.S. Mail. He was submitted to the Legion of Valor, America’s oldest

veterans’ organization, by Thomas Norton of Colorado Springs, Colorado. The official records

of his heroic deeds have been lost; however, they were written in the 95th Division Journal and

the book Bravest of the Brave. One piece of incredible information that may not be found in

either of these documentaries is that of the 145 days he spent on the front lines, he wore the same

uniform for 100 of those days.
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After all Sergeant Lowe

went through during his

time overseas, he definitely

showed his true colors. He

fought hard with the spirit

of an American soldier and

put his life on the line to

preserve freedom in his

homeland. If it wasn’t for

him, the citizens of

America may not have the

rights and freedoms that

they have today. Sadly, he

passed away some time

ago, but he will never be

forgotten because of the

gift he helped to give this

country. Even though he is

not the main star of a huge

motion picture, he still

deserves a lot of

accreditation for all he has

done for America. He

proved himself worthy to

be called an ultimate

American hero.

Figure 2 Young students learn about Scott Countians in the military in World War II


